
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.            
                                      *Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE                     Three Advent Preludes                 Flor Peeters  

* HYMN (in bulletin)   Hark A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding           Merton 

* CALL TO WORSHIP:  

Leader:  Be glad and rejoice with all your heart! 

People:  Lift up your voices in praise! 

Leader:  The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you. 

People:  Never again will we fear any harm. 

Leader:  The Lord will take great delight in you. 

People:  The Lord will renew us with love. 

 INTROIT                  To Thee, O Lord                           Rachmaninoff 

 To Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul, my God, I trust in Thee.  PSALM 25: 1,2 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          
(Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record your 
presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad has 
been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)                   
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CALL TO CONFESSION     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Wonderful God, when you come into our lives, you change our 
future, even though we confess that often we fight against change.  
When you walk with us, what at first seemed inconceivable and 
impossible by ourselves becomes possible, even though we confess 
that we often fail to grasp the hope that is in you.  Help us to listen 
for your plans for us and to recognize the ways you are with us as 
the God of hope, now and forever, as we pray in the name of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 
 through despair, life breaks through death. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
 Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   
        Laura Stritt, Daniel Soo, and Max Iwanski 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing) 

Rejoice, rejoice.  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has 
 opened his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)           

TIME WITH CHILDREN                Dorothy VanderWerf



 

 

         

* HYMN 11     O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?    Valet Will Ich Dir Geben 

+ Children leave for their Church School Classes.   
Youth remain for Worship. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON        Zephaniah 3:14-20     

ANTHEM               Come Thou Long Expected Jesus                   Running 
The text may be found at No. 1 in the Hymnal 

SECOND LESSON           Philippians 4:4-9                           

SERMON                            “By Definition”            Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY                  Rejoice In The Lord                       Purcell 

Rejoice in the Lord always,  
and again I say, rejoice.  
Let your softness be known unto all men: 
the Lord is at hand.  
Be careful for nothing:  
but in all prayer and supplication,  
let your petitions be manifest unto God with giving of thanks.  
And the peace of God,  
which passeth all understanding,  
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Amen.  

* THE DOXOLOGY                                    Old Hundredth 
 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day  
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 155                 Rejoice, the Lord Is King             Darwall’s 148th 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE        Hark, a Thrilling Voice is Sounding  Gerald Near  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 (NRSV) 
 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult 
with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 15The LORD has taken away 
the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of 
Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 16On 
that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your 
hands grow weak. 17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who 
gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in 
his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 18as on a day of festival. 
I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
19I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the  
lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise 
and renown in all the earth. 20At that time I will bring you home, at the 
time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among 
all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your 
eyes, says the LORD. 
 
Philippians 4:4-9 (NRSV) 
 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy  
of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing the things that you 
have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of 
peace will be with you. 

*     *     *     *     * 




